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A BIG HELLO TO ALL OUR FRIENDS FOR OUR 10TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
 

Welcome to the Tenth Anniversary Edition of our Newsletter which we hope you will enjoy 
reading.  On behalf of the Trustees I would like to thank all our Friends and supporters for their 
continued support which is greatly appreciated.  Enclosed is a Friends Renewal Form for 2015 
(unless you have set up a standing order) which we hope you will complete and return to continue 
your valuable support of the Charity.   
 
In this issue (see below) we would like to welcome our newly appointed Trustees, Neville 
Bowman, Angela Cobban and Denise Brown.  We also have some loving and moving contributions 
from owners who have lost their IG companions during the last year. 
 
Many of our Friends will be aware of the Charity’s 10th Anniversary which was celebrated at 
Gawsworth Hall in Cheshire.  In this edition there are many photographs of the day and of the 
IG’s who enjoyed the lovely occasion and the summer weather.  

 
Neville Bowman - Trustee / Treasurer 
 

Neville has recently been appointed a Trustee and Treasurer of the 
charity.  Neville has owned an Italian Greyhound since 2000 when he 
and his family recued an IG whilst living in Puerto Rico in the 
Caribbean.  We brought him (‘Rico’) back to the UK and he lived with 
us until he passed away in March 2013. 

“We now have Dante who was born in July 2013.  Dante has settled in 
well and is a joy to be around.  He loves to go for long walks, 
especially trips to the beach where he can run free.  He’s very clever 
and keeps us on our toes!” 

Neville’s background is finance and he is a retired Chartered Accountant, Corporate Treasurer and 
Tax Specialist. 

 
Angela Cobban - Trustee / Secretary 
 

Angela is the Secretary of the Italian Greyhound Rescue Charity.  She 
worked as a Professorial Secretary at the University of Bath for many 
years and in her retirement is able to support the excellent work of 
the charity which is close to her heart.  She has a genuine love of 
dogs and has experience of living with, exhibiting and caring for 
Italian Greyhounds since 1995. 
 
Currently she has three inmates; a Shetland Sheepdog and two 
Italian Greyhounds who adopted her four years ago.  They live 
happily together with partner Ernie on Exmoor and can provide a 
holiday home for Italian Greyhounds in need of a loving home for a 
summer holiday. (Fund-raising for the Charity). 
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Denise Brown - Trustee 
 

 “We came late to being owned by a dog, only taking the first 
Italian Greyhound into our lives three years ago.  Although we had 
met IGs before and seen some of their behaviours, we were 
delighted by the fun and affection Rafa brought to our lives - along 
with the mischief.  We also discovered the joy of walking with our 
little dog at our side.  However this came following a difficult period 
when Rafa suffered SR Meningitis at six months and was treated 
with steroids for nearly a year.  But the positives he has brought to 
us are innumerable. 

“And so last year we embarked on another canine adventure, 
contacting the Rescue to find an addition to the family.  Fi joined us in October and has stolen our 
hearts with her trusting and loving nature, despite having huge anxiety about life, especially other 
dogs.  Every evening we all snuggle up together on the sofa and there is no better feeling. 

“Throughout our journey with Italian Greyhounds, we have received the most welcome and 
appreciated support from the Rescue and so I was delighted to become a trustee and look 
forward to supporting this beautiful breed.” 

 
 

UPDATE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN - HELEN 
 

The Charity commenced its 10th year of operation by saying ‘good-bye’ to Stuart Dunham, one of 
the Charity’s founder members and who was our first treasurer.  Stuart along with his wife Linda 
have produced the Newsletter for the last ten years and we are pleased that they have decided to 
continue their excellent work in producing this publication for us. Very sadly Linda and Stuart had 
to say goodbye to Benson their much adored IG, who always featured at the end of the 
publication, wishing everyone a Happy Christmas.  As the breeder of Ben, I could not have wished 
for a better home for him.  He accompanied Stuart and Linda wherever they went and was such a 
good advert for the breed with his own fan club down in the South West.  Ben’s looks and fitness 
belied his age, which made his parting even harder to bare after 15 happy years.  If only all IGs 
could be assured of life like he had. 
 
We welcome three new Trustees, to help us in our important work in rescuing, rehoming and 
advising about the breed.  Neville Bowman our Treasurer, could not be better qualified to ensure 
our finances are kept in order, he has had a high flying career as  Financial Director for a large 
Pharmaceuticals Company which involved extensive Worldwide travel.  Whilst in Puerto Rico he 
and his wife rescued an IG which accompanied them, when they eventually came back to settle in 
the UK.  Neville and Gaynor now have a young IG, to keep them on their toes and we are 
extremely grateful for Neville’s expertise.   Denise Brown, who is the proud owner of two IGs, one 
of which is a rescue and who has proved to be very difficult due to a total lack of socialisation, 
also came on board to help and Adrian Bickers who has been our Secretary for many years, has 
due to pressure of work, decided to hand over the Secretarial reins to Angela Cobban our new 
Secretary Trustee.  Angela is no stranger to Italians or rescue having spent many years helping 
IGs and whippets.  In retirement she has kindly offered to undertake our administrative duties as 
well as helping with rescues. 
 
We were truly blessed with wall to wall sunshine for our 10th Birthday Party at Gawsworth Hall, in 
Cheshire, a full report appears later in the Newsletter.  However, we were very touched by the 
support from all our friends who came on the day, or who sent donations making it a memorable 
day for many people and numerous IGs who don’t normally see many of their own kind. 
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The Trustees spend many hours arranging to collect dogs from all corners of the country and we 
have been very let down this year by three owners, wanting us to take their dogs; all 
arrangements were put in place to collect the dogs and then minds were changed only hours 
before collection, throwing everyone into a tailspin to stop any unnecessary travel.  It is 
particularly galling having spent so much time with one individual only to find some weeks later 
that they are advertising the ‘rescue’ for sale on Preloved. 
 
However, six IG’s have benefitted from our care so far this year, a young 
male IG whose only home had been a garden shed and his only use to 
sire puppies.  Shadow now has all four paws very firmly under the table 
in his new home, with another IG for company, he has been transformed 
into such a handsome, outgoing young man.  Crystie, came into rescue at 
7 years of age with a severe obesity problem, so sad to see as she had in 
her earlier life had fractures to both front legs and they struggled with her 
weight.  A delightful temperament, and a willingness to please, she is 
happily settled and has a new lease of life with another little rescue who 
came to us with a badly deformed front leg, which we had treated. 
 
Luca and Libby were a sad ex breeding pair, barely 4 years of age and hardly any teeth, probably 
due in Libby’s case to the drain of calcium after all the puppies she had produced.  Luca had a 
hereditary malformation of his teeth (Pigs Teeth) and he should never have been used as a stud 
dog.  However, these two have been transformed into the most delightful companions and we 
were thrilled to learn that prior to them going off on holiday to Spain, Libby had outshone all the 
dogs in her local dog show and was crowned Best in Show. 
 
Two other rescues are currently being cared for by the Rescue until such time as we feel they are 
ready to go to their new homes. 
 
Enquiries for IG’s continue on a daily basis, unsuitable homes far outweigh the suited homes, so 
please keep spreading the word that IG’s are special and require an extra special home they are 
not suited to people out at work all day, living in flats and employing dog walkers to take out their 
dogs. 
 

The Charity’s research into Epilepsy continues with the Animal Health Trust - 
with numerous positive DNA samples being submitted from many different 
countries.  They have submitted the following update: 
 
“It is likely that there are 100 or more different forms of epilepsy in the dog, 
as a similar number have been categorized in humans, but it’s more difficult 
for veterinary neurologists to differentiate as a dog can’t provide the same 

feedback a human can. At the moment there are only two known mutations associated with forms 
of epilepsy in the dog, a fairly mild juvenile form seen in the Lagotto Romagnolo, and Lafora’s 
disease in Dachshunds.  
 
The AHT has just commenced funding for another study in the Border Collie for 2 years, the 
previous work we had 3 years backing, not to mention the 7 or 8 years of sample gathering. 
There’s a similar story for the Italian Spinone, which started around 8 years ago with various 
stages of activity.  We’re now in the process of finishing the second phase of a study in the 
Keeshond which hopes to find some promising disease association, but to date all of the epilepsy 
studies have failed to achieve the aim of pinning down a genetic cause, and the same applies for 
every other canine research group doing similar. 
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I wish we could say how long it might take to find the gene responsible for epilepsy in Italian 
Greyhounds, but we’re afraid it’s impossible to do so.  If we keep trying then hopefully one day 
we’ll crack at least a few types of epilepsy that affect our canine friends”. 
 
The message is very clear, please do ask the Charity for a saliva sample collecting kit if your IG 
suffers from fits and you have a pedigree for the dog.   
 
They can be obtained free of charge by emailing: team@italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk or 
by telephone: 0845 6003116 
 
Our used Stamp collection continues and we are grateful to the many fantastic people who 
consistently collect up their and their friends used stamps and send them to us.  We need a lot to 
raise money for Veterinary Treatment for Rescues and since the late Margery Hall, started the 
collection of stamps 10 years ago we have raised over £650. 

 
 

10th ANNIVERSARY GARDEN PARTY 
By Helen Lister 

 

June 22nd was a day the Charity Trustees will not forget in a hurry, it was our 10th Birthday.  We 
were eternally grateful to the Richards Family who entrusted us with their beautiful historic home 
and grounds, Gawsworth Hall, to make the perfect setting for our Midsummer garden party.  The 
grounds were in perfect condition, with large trees to provide shade where needed, perfectly flat 
lawns bordered by a lake covered with lilies, ducks and moorhens which provided entertainment 
for our ever eager small sighthounds; and the weather could not have been better. 
 
The aim of the day was not only to celebrate the breed with like-minded owners but to have fun 
with IG’s, whilst giving the opportunity to gain more knowledge about their welfare.  Thanks go to 
Carolyn Danbury MRCVS for her excellent presentation on an Owners Guide to First Aid for IG’s 
and all her behavioural advice, Cathryn Palmer for her advice and tips on keeping IG’s teeth clean 
and nails short and Mary Knight for her Micro chipping service. 
 
Selina Lund and Wendy Campbell, both made long journeys to demonstrate their Peke’s and IG’s 
obedience skills, which had a huge ringside audience.  The Fun dog show had over 80 dogs taking 
part and for once it was good see the IG reigned over other breeds, giving a hard task to our two 
Judges, Shirley Penrose-Hansell who was delighted to see so many of the numerous IGs she had 
rehomed, happily settled in their new homes and enjoying their day out.  And for Betty Flavell 
who until recently was used to awarding the highest honour to the breed, but on this occasion 
chose a flock of sheep as her Fancy Dress winners, I am sure she got quite a surprise at the 
tenacity of our breed, in this case three IGs dressed in black tights, a fleece coat and knitted hats 
with sheep ears! 
 
Gina and Harry put a huge effort into making a super agility course for dogs and owners to have 
great fun.  It was good to see friends in other breeds supporting our day, Ian and Penny 
Macdonald of the Zondora Pugs who came and ran the Iggy Images, capturing the moment for 
delighted owners.  Of course all these activities could not have happened without the very 
dedicated help from Angela and Ernie Cobban and Paul Senior assisting us over two days, Helen 
Rishworth who worked hard in the main ring; Bill and Wendy Dyball, were kept on their toes 
taking entries, Sybil and Rob Hargreaves kept busy with the raffle raising over £330, Sheryl and 
Jaden Jinks, Iggy Pick a Stick and Clare Harrison on the Rescue stall. 
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Thanks are also due to Gaynor Bowman, who designed our wonderful birthday logo and 
programmes, Christine Chau for her IT expertise, the many kind supporters who helped greatly 
with prize donations, particularly our Patron Mary Browning, Betty and Nicola Green, Fiona 
Thomson, Kim Mcrae and the many people who sent donations, and of course not forgetting all 
the people and dogs who supported us on the day, it was a delight to see so many rescues 
enjoying a life they so deserve.  

 

 

 

                                              
 
 

 

 

 
 

                                              
                                             

 

 
 

 

 

                                              
 
 

 

 

 

                                
 

 

 

 

 

A gallery of images is available on www.italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk 

Helen Lister & 
 Shirley Penrose-Hansell 

cutting the cake 

A perfect mid-summers day Maverick demonstrating the 
down 

Junior Handling 

The Retrieve Elmo walking to heel Helen & Adrian giving out  
prizes 

Elmo & Maverick – 
Obedience demonstration 

Fancy Dress Fancy Dress The Have a Go Agility Third prize for Lucca 

Fancy Dress Iggy enjoying his day out Ba Baa Black sheep, 
Fancy Dress winners 

http://www.italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/dsc_0029/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/dsc_0032/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/dsc_0068/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/dsc_0039/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/dsc_0079/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/dsc_0051/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/dsc_0127/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/dsc_0076/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/italian-greyhound-rescue-10th-ann-june-2014-006-640x466/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/italian-greyhound-rescue-10th-ann-june-2014-015-640x345/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/dsc_0081/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/dsc_0084/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/italian-greyhound-rescue-10th-ann-june-2014-039-640x573/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/fancy-dress-winners/#main
http://italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk/10th-birthday-party-gallery-photos/italian-greyhound-rescue-10th-ann-june-2014-031-640x487/#main
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EULOGY FOR NEVILLE HANSELL 
By Helen Lister 

 

Christmas 2013 was not a happy one for Shirley Penrose-Hansell who for the last ten years was 
the Charity’s Rescue Co-ordinator, her husband of 52 years Neville, passed away in York Hospital 
on Friday 27 December.  Neville adored the Shirnevina Italian Greyhounds, part of his and 
Shirley’s name forming their affix ‘Shirnevina’.  Although Neville never attended any of the shows 
with Shirley he took a keen interest in the many awards Shirley accumulated with her IG’s.  He 
much preferred to be the ‘backroom boy’ caring for the IG’s left at home and in 1997 when the IG 
Club formally took the running of the IG Rescue under its wing with Shirley as Rescues 
Coordinator, Neville kindly spent hours designing and producing forms for the Rescue to use.  He 
was always very willing to help and no matter what he turned his hand to, whether it was DIY, 
computing or nursing ill IGs nobody could have done it better than Neville.  It was, therefore, very 
sad that soon into his retirement he was struck down by a massive stroke leaving him severely 
incapacitated for the last 12 years of his life.  His love for Shirley, and the ‘Italians’, no doubt 
helped him to keep up the struggle to live, he leaves a deep void in Shirley’s life and the many 
friends whose lives he touched with his kindness. 

 
 

WE REMEMBER THEM 
 

Our Tribute to Monica and Jazz 
 

By Heather and Malcolm Deamer 
 

How we came upon Monnie and Jazz is odd really. We’d always 
had Whippets, in fact, we were volunteers for Whippet Rescue, 
tin rattlers etc. that sort of thing.  We also organised Fun Dog 
Shows in the summer, which is where I encountered my first IG. 
He was a tiny little fella and I was smitten on first sight.  He 
belonged to one of the participants, I never forgot him. 
 
A couple of years later two of my three Whippets, who were very 
old and very poorly, went to the Rainbow Bridge together.  This 
left my much younger three legged boy alone, so we thought 
this would be an ideal opportunity to get him a little companion. 

It would help him get over the loss and indulge me in my passion to own an Italian Greyhound. 
 
We really didn’t know at first where to go at to look for one. We were adamant that we wanted to 
try and rescue one as we had seen so many unwanted whippets.  This proved quite difficult, until 
one fateful day I received an email from Jo Amsel telling me that one may becoming available.  
We were both very excited when we went to collect him, not knowing what to expect, but again it 
was love at first sight. 
 
Jazz came into our lives like a rocket, I was expecting a quiet, reserved little guy, a bit nervous 
and shy. None of that!!  He was like a coiled spring, never still, noisy and into everything.  Quite a 
change from our laid-back lazy Whippets.  He ran around the house and garden, chasing 
everything in sight.  We thought eventually he would settle down and bond with our other 
Whippet, but that never happened, they were friends, but that was as far as it went.  When our 
last Whippet died a couple of years later and Jazz was now alone, he went to pieces.  We knew 
that he was unhappy as he soiled the house, furniture, bed etc. almost every day, sometimes right 
in front of us, and chewed everything in sight when left alone for short times.  In desperation I 
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contacted Jo Amsel again, she suggested a cage for his anxiety when we were out, and a 
companion for his peace of mind.   
 
Monica arrived soon after and he idolised her from the minute she walked in the door, as we all 
did.  She ruled the roost from day one. She had such a calming and yet dominant effect on Jazz, 
which was just what he needed, it was like a transformation. 
 
She was six years old and had had quite a chequered past.  She walked into our lives and 
completely took over.  
 
A couple of years later we went to live in Spain, we worried about how the heat would affect 
them, but I needn’t have worried.  In the summer months they stayed indoors except for 
mornings and evenings, but in the winter months they sunbathed in the warm sunshine.  Ideal for 
cosy loving IG’s. 
 
It was a fabulous time for us all, but Monica and Jazz particularly had a wonderful life over in 
Spain.  They got to have a morning run on empty sandy beaches and long walks in the cool 
evening air.  
 
They had almost celebrity status, everyone knew them.  The Spanish people were captivated by 
them, most thinking they were puppy Greyhounds.  One day, on our morning beach run, a Police 
Car stopped and the officer asked if he could buy them!!   
 
Life was good for six years and then things started going wrong for Monnie.  She was fifteen and 
had lots of health problems associated with old age.  When she finally went to the Bridge Jazz was 
then alone again.  This time there was no energy or chasing around, he just went to his bed and 
stayed there.  He wouldn’t eat or drink, didn’t want to walk or play.  We tried everything to 
encourage him to eat, but eventually his organs started to fail.  He just didn’t want to live without 
his beloved Monica.  They were so devoted to each other, but no-one really realised just how 
much he adored her.  He died just six weeks after Monnie left us.  The vet said he died of a 
broken heart. 
 
We are alone now, the house is empty, no dogs - maybe one day we will look for another Iggy. 
We celebrate the lives of these two little characters who made such a difference to our lives, and 
give thanks that they gave us so many happy years, we hope we did the same for them and that 
they are together again, somewhere, waiting for us. 

 
 

 ‘BENSON’ ~ 3rd APRIL 1999 - 13th MAY 2014 

By Linda and Stuart Dunham 

 

We lost our beautiful Ben (Benson) in May of this year, he was fifteen years old.  You may 
remember him as his photograph, along with his Christmas greeting featured at the end of every 
Newsletter.  We miss him dreadfully, even towards the end when he was quite weak and fragile, 
his happy, sunny, intelligent little personality was not lost and he wanted to get in the car to go 
out for his jaunts.   
 

He was our first Italian Greyhound and we were ever so lucky to get him from his breeder Helen 
Lister.  In appearance he was exquisite, in temperament he was a little gentlemen with perfect 
manners.  We nick-named him “Fred Astaire” as he moved so elegantly and with so much grace.    
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This photograph of Ben shows him in his “Onesie” as he grew older he 
really felt the cold.  He loved his “Onesies” and would stand waiting for 
us to put it on before we all went out.  
 
Looking back over the years we had Ben there were countless times 
he brought so much joy, happiness and love into our lives we will 
never forget him. 
 

Taking him out for his walks was an experience as he received so 
much attention and he had his own “fan club” at our regular haunts. 
 

Ben was indeed something special, a charming, clever, funny, loyal 
and a very loving companion right up to the end. 
 

Luckily, we are not bereft of an Italian Greyhounds company as we 
have Shah our other doggie companion to help fill the big void left by Ben.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Co Editors: Stuart & Linda Dunham © 2014 

 

TRUSTEE CONTACT DETAILS & RESCUE TEAM 
 

Chairman / Fundraiser - Helen Lister Tel: 0845 600 3116 
 

Secretary - Angela Cobban Tel: 01643 707182 
 

Treasurer - Neville Bowman Tel: 01837 851933 
 

Adrian Bickers Tel: 01462 835641  Denise Brown Tel: 01923 239119 
 

Pam Heap Tel: 01751 476956 
 

By email: info@italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk 
   

 

 

Shah will be celebrating Christmas on his own this 
year without his pal Ben and has no one to pull his 
Christmas cracker with.  
But with the help of a couple of pigs ears and a few 
treats he may manage to feel a little bit of Festive 
cheer. 
He wishes all his IG friends and their owners a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year. 
 

  

The Trustees are seeking the views of Friends as to whether you wish to receive your copy of 
the annual Newsletter by post, as at present, or by email.  If you would like your 2015 edition 
of the Newsletter sent by email in PDF format will you please let the Editor know by emailing 
your request, including your full name and address, to:-  sc.dunham@btinternet.com 
 
We would also be intending to include with the Newsletter the Annual Friends renewal form 
(where appropriate) as well as the Xmas mailer etc. 
 
 
 
 
 


