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HELLO TO ALL OUR FRIENDS
Hello and welcome to the Fourteenth Edition of our newsletter. Time passes really quickly, it does
not seem twelve months since the last newsletter. On behalf of the Trustees I would like to thank
all our Friends and supporters for their continued support which is greatly appreciated. Enclosed is
a Friends Renewal Form for 2019 (unless you have set up a standing order) which we require you
to complete and return to continue your valuable support of the Charity and to enable us to
reclaim Gift Aid, where appropriate. In this newsletter we have some lovely stories and
photographs for you to enjoy. Helen has given us the outline of new legislation regarding animal
welfare regulations. We are privileged to share our homes with Italian Greyhounds, they give us
so much, and we have a responsibility to fulfil our side of the bargain by ensuring their happy lives
and to help improve the lives of other dogs who are not so lucky. Hopefully new legislation will
mean better futures for our four-legged friends. There are informative articles including advice on
tooth health. We also have our moving item entitled ‘Rainbow Bridge’.

Rescue update for 2018 from our Chairman Helen
Winter is almost upon us once again, but this year we had a
glorious summer, hours of sunbathing for my IGs and
long early morning walks to avoid the heat of day feel
like a distant past now.
It was a very sad day on 20th March this year when Katie Boyle (Lady
Saunders) passed away aged 91 years. Katie, a past Patron of the IG Rescue
Charity was much loved by her many friends, both human and canine. She
will be greatly missed. An obituary for Katie is given in this edition of the
Newsletter.
Since our last Newsletter we have rehomed 13 IGs, six of these at the start of the year were all
puppies (under the age of 12 months). We have never experienced so many puppies coming into
rescue for rehoming, an indication that people are purchasing puppies on a whim, with no
consideration given as to the commitment needed for the next 12 - 15 years. It is very sad that
the breeders of these puppies, some of them commercially licensed breeders, are happy to take
the money for the dogs, but seemingly give little consideration as to the life the puppies are going
to lead. Adopters of rescues are of course, very happy that they have been able to rescue a
youngster. There are adopters who find it rewarding to rescue IGs at the other end of the age
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scale, who prefer either due to their own age or that they want an older dog to end their lives
happily and much loved. We are very lucky that our adopters love them all.
Along with youth in IGs, there is the risk of fractured limbs and two of the puppies placed into
rescue had to be cared for following surgery for fractures. One puppy was actually saved from
being put to sleep by the vet as the young owner could not afford to have the fracture treated.
The other, a young lady who through poor veterinary advice ended up having three fractures and
her owner made the very arduous decision to put her into rescue as she realised that the road
ahead was going to be a long one in order to get her well again and, she was not able to donate
the time the little one needed. Both of these puppies were larger than life characters despite their
months of confinement, and, it is with great thanks to Jo (Trustee) and Martyn her husband that
they are now both in super homes with the company of other IGs and are growing up fast.
We have also seen a rise in the number of pairs of IGs coming into rescue, mainly due to
relationship breakdowns. People often comment, “I don’t know how you can undertake to do
rescue”. It is quite easy when the rewards of seeing happily settled rescues in their new homes,
come through. It very often requires a lot of hard work by adopters to get the rescue happy and
confident, and the follow up messages and photos are heart-warming to receive. The dogs really
are the most easily dealt with, I wish I could say the same for some of the previous owners, who
seem to think we are paid employees running a business on their behalf! However, not all
previous owners take that view and we are very appreciative of previous owners who are very
generous in thanking us for rehoming their dogs.
September 5th issue of Country Life magazine saw the
publication of an excellent feature on Italian Greyhounds, ‘Love
at first Sight’ by Katy Birch all. Thanks to Jo (Trustee) and
Martyn for hosting the visit by the journalist and her
photographer the right information was printed that IGs are
very much small active sighthounds and not toy dogs. The
stunning double page action shot of Jo’s Kylie and Spark
running in the buttercups confirms their agile nature and a
lovely shot of Jo and Martyn holding Oreo, Spark and nestled
in-between, rescue Enzo. Judging by the number of calls the rescue has received as a result of the
article, it has certainly reached out to the right kind of prospective adopters and it will of course
have a long life, with the magazine often being found well-thumbed in waiting rooms across the
country.
The Charity is kept on its toes with reports of concern for puppies and adult IGs advertised on the
Internet. The competition as to which breeder can write the longest advert is hitting up and on the
Kennel Club website in early September there were 64 IG puppies for sale - this is small fry
compared to the numbers advertised on the commercial sites, with prices being driven up sky high
by these people, one can only hope that the public puppy buyers will not part with £2000 for a
puppy, whose breeding has not been carefully considered, but the amount of cash to put in the
breeders coffers has.
It is very heart-warming to the Trustees to know that we have a loyal band of helpers who are
there for us in so many ways. Whether it is home checking a prospective home, transporting
rescues, temporarily caring for rescues, donating items for resale to raise funds, or donating coats
and bedding for rescues and, collating and trimming used stamps, you really are the unsung
heroes, thank you.
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Please don’t forget to collect all your used stamps from your Christmas cards and other mail, if you
are cutting them out please make sure that you leave enough paper around the serrated edge so
that the stamp is not damaged) and send them to us at:
The IGRC Stamp Collection 43 Sanspareil Avenue, Minster Isle of Sheppey ME12 3LE

Wishing all readers and their 4 legged friends a Happy and Peaceful Christmas with the best of
health in 2019.
.

Some of our beautiful dogs who have found new loving homes

Izzy

Copper

Rita and Peggy

Dash [at 7weeks]
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Katie Boyle (Lady Saunders) past Patron of the Italian Greyhound Rescue Charity
Italian Greyhounds and dogs generally have sadly lost one their most passionate supporters with
Katie Boyle’s passing in March 2018 at the age of 91 years. She was Patron of the Italian
Greyhound Rescue Charity for nine years and owned two rescued
IGs.
Much has been written about Katie’s famous background, a multi
lingual presenter of the Eurovision Song Contest, poster girl for
Camay soap in the 1960s, actress and Vogue model, and panelist on
TV shows, Juke Box Jury, Call My Bluff, Punchlines and Blankety
Blank. And in the 70’s and 80’s she was the TV Times Agony Aunt.
Thrice married, Katie’s husband was Sir Peter Saunders, The
Mousetrap impresario and it was whilst she was presenting a Radio 2
programme – Katie & Friends, about people and pets, that I received a
call one evening from Katie, who had rescued an IG; picked up by
Battersea Dogs Home in the boot of a stolen car.
A friend of mine had seen Katie walking her dogs, including a newly
acquired IG on Hampstead Heath and stopped to chat to her about the IG. Katie was shocked that
my friend new anything about IGs and my phone number was given to Katie, eager to learn about
the breed. It was a surprise to me to receive a phone call from Katie, with her instantly recognizable
voice.
After a long conversation she said, “I have got to get to know you as I want to learn all I can about
this delightful breed”. Surprisingly Katie had never come across an IG before, particularly as she
was Italian and had been a dog owner all her life. She had a regular column in Dogs Today
magazine for many years and was a Patron of Battersea Dogs Home. I soon learnt that despite
Katie’s blonde and glamorous appearance and her appetite for fun she remained level headed and
sensible in all things, dogs and Homeopathy were her passion. She could often be found in a
Battersea van picking up stray dogs during the night and I can recall on one occasion when she was
driving herself home through London at almost midnight, my telephone rang and a distressed Katie
was on the line, she was sure she had seen a rough sleeper with an IG on a London pavement and
what could she do?
Katie being rather hot blooded at times was never frightened to speak her mind. She hated dog
abusers and though was often on TV with Bambi her first rescued IG she spent her time educating
people how IGs needed to be looked after. In 2006 the Charity was invited to be present in the
pet Department of Harrods as part of their Italian themed week. We were there to promote the
Charity and inform people about the breed not to sell puppies.
Katie volunteered to attend along with Bambi, Daisy Mae and Charlie her other rescue dogs. Much
to my horror I saw that Harrods were still selling puppies, Westies at the time. But not for much
longer, as Katie was in touch with Muhammad Al Fayed after the event, on hearing that a young
couple had bought a Pekingese puppy from Harrods a few weeks previously and had returned to the
store a few days later asking for a refund. They had discovered that pets were banned in their
apartment. The Harrods staff informed us that management told them that all live animals sold by
Harrods were final sale and refunds were never given.
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Asking what the distressed couple were to do with the puppy, they were told to tell them to pass it
over to a rescue, having paid £1200 for the puppy only days before.
Katie attended one of the first Discover Dogs held at the NEC, the two of us plus her Bambi and
my Beetle were swamped with people not just wanting to know about IGs but to speak to Katie –
her distinctive voice being recognized by many people of a certain age. When I first got to know
Katie she thought all dog shows were abhorrent and slowly she came to accept them and realize
that they were not the awful places she had envisaged. She judged an Italian Greyhound Club
Garden Party and really enjoyed herself wanting to take all the dogs home! She would regularly
attend Crufts on Toy day and 2004 presented the Crufts Toy Group trophy to the winner.
Apart from Katie’s love for Italian Greyhounds, it is for her knowledge of homeopathy that I shall
miss her most. Thanks to Katie introducing me to her Harley Street homeopath that I was able to
return to work after 9 years of surgery on my spine. I had regular trips to Harley Street, involving
Katie picking me up from the train at Euston Station and taking me for my appointment. A quick
walk in Regents Park with her dogs and a sandwich and almond cake she had picked up at her
local Italian patisserie, before she put me back on the train home. I can recall sitting in the
sunshine eating our lunch whilst her three dogs all off lead sidled over to two ladies, obviously
older than Katie who I was sure had been ear wigging our conversation.
Katie called the dogs and instantly they came back and sat down beside us. One of the ladies on
hearing Katie’s voice, said” It is Katie Boyle isn’t it, how do you manage to stay so young looking?”
Quick as a flash, Katie replied, “quite simple, I rely on people like you getting failing eyesight’!
Katie befriended many people in the IG World and Shirley Penrose-Hansell (Rescues Coordinator
at the time) and myself have treasured memories of a special event Katie invited us to at the
Savoy Hotel in London, to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Mouse Trap, her husband’s long
running play.
We were not sure what to expect at the luncheon as Katie informed me there would be a special
guest and it wouldn’t be Royalty as they had already had the Queen and Queen Mother at
previous parties, but their identity had to be kept secret until the day. Shirley and I arrived at
the Savoy Hotel, and we found ourselves star spotting! Ronnie Corbett, really was smaller than
you would think, June Whitfield, Hughie Green, Anneka Rice, Richard Attenborough and so on.
Our table was just below the top table so we had an excellent view of Katie and Peter and their
guests, who were, the Prime Minister Sir John Major and
his wife Norma. After the speeches were over and, true
to Katie’s warmth of spirit she sent her secretary over to
our table to ask me to go up to meet Sir John Major,
rather hesitantly I made my way to the top table, where
the introduction took place, Katie introducing me as
having something in common with Sir John Major! He
had had a fractured spine following a car accident in his
youth and had read many an Agatha Christie book whilst
lying in his hospital bed.
Katie was a joy to be around, she had great style and poise, was a dog lover in the truest sense
and I miss her dearly.
I recall her saying to me after Peter passed away that she would
like her epitaph to be: “The dogs miss her dreadfully”
Katie however, outlived all her canine friends! Helen M Lister
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Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals)
(England) Regulations - implemented 1st October 2018
The implementation of new regulations applying to England only,
although Scotland and Wales are reviewing their legislation, is
welcomed and could represent an effective way of tackling the
widespread unregulated puppy market. Around 850,000 puppies are
needed to supply the demand from new pet owners in the UK, and
currently, this need is largely provided by a combination of illegal
imports and unlicensed breeders.
Italian Greyhound breeders are no exception with regular breeders
charging £1500 - £2000 per puppy, with 4 or 5 puppies in one litter they are receiving £6000 £8000 per litter. The combination of compulsory microchipping of all dogs, plus the need for a
license for those selling animals online, could be enough to finally deal with the serious animal
welfare issue of poor quality pedigree puppy production.
The new regulations address the changes in pet owner attitudes and lifestyles and take into
account different business models which have sprung up in recent years and with the rise of the
internet. There will be one generic licence for commercial pet businesses, which will cover dog
breeding, dog/cat boarding including home boarding and day care, selling pets and hiring out
horses for riding, regardless of how many licensable activities they undertake and, there will be
standardised criteria on the various activities providing a framework of minimum standards which
businesses must meet in order to gain a licence.
In addition, a star-rating system will be introduced for businesses, and there is a requirement
within the legislation for trained Animal Welfare Inspectors, which in the past fell to licensing
officers with little specific knowledge of animal welfare.
Regarding dog breeding the following criteria applies:
•

It prohibits the sale of puppies at less than eight weeks old in all circumstances

•

Anyone who breeds and sells three or more litters of puppies a year will have to apply for a
formal license.

•

Or anyone who is deemed to be carrying out a business by selling few puppies at a high
price. (HMRC business test is anyone making an annual profit in excess of £1000). This will
affect many people breeding and selling Italian Greyhounds online and who are currently
unregulated.

•

Anyone breeding dogs and advertising a business of selling dogs.

•

A further change to the rules will mean that licensed sellers will be required to display their
licence number when advertising, including advertising online. The aim is also to help
responsible potential owners check that they are securing their dog from a properly licensed
breeder.

•

Other changes will see licenses being issued for a fixed term, set at any point in the year,
from one year, two years or the maximum length to three years.

The onus will be on breeders whether hobby or businesses to keep accurate records for each
and every dog/puppy to show if they are making a profit or not. It is equally important to keep
a record if a dog/puppy is given away with no money changing hands, as the license criteria will
not apply.
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How I rescued my humans
By Igor
{As transcribed by Paddy Dani Bostock}
My humans are called Derek and Mildred and don’t get me wrong, I’m glad Ms Lister let them
have me. Life wasn’t so great before I went to live at their house. A bit of a bumpy ride, you might
say. But Derek and Mildred saw to it I got a better deal, and after all these years I’m grateful for
it.
Mind you—and look, I’m not blowing my own trumpet here—rescuing me did them a favour too.
The thing is, however kind humans can be, they have their faults. They think they don’t but they
do. For one thing, they believe they’re the only ones on Earth with big brains. Joke right? If
they’re so clever, how come they’ve made their planet so hot it’s about to explode and kill them
all, and us animals? Not that they’ll admit it. Too busy yacking on the mobile phones they hold in
front of their faces all the time and stuffing themselves with dinners they don’t need so they get
so fat they can hardly walk. Also, a lot of the time they don’t seem to like each other very much.
Always bickering over sod all. I won’t go on, it gets tedious.
So…what did I do to rescue Derek and Mildred?
—I took them for walks, to help their cardiovasculars and inspire them to get fitter and leaner.
—I was so unusual and pretty people kept stopping to ask them if I was a baby whippet, so they
started having some proper conversations with real people for a change—and about an interesting
subject too: i.e., me.
—I lingered to sniff at things every other step and this taught them to pause and appreciate their
surroundings—the trees, the flowers, and the clouds…even the birds…
—I played games of squeaky mouse with them at home, which stopped them watching telly all the
time. —I made sure both humans were with me whenever possible, so they stopped sitting in
separate rooms to fiddle with computers and videogames and started getting on better with each
other.
—I showed them the pleasure of snuggling in cosy beds and so helped them see the value of
nestling and lazing instead of rushing around like
maniacs.
—I kept smiling so my teeth showed, which made
them smile more too.
I can’t rescue all humans but Derek and Mildred’s life
is now so much improved I would recommend
everybody to get an IG as a means of improving their
health and sanity. It would be my contribution to
peace on Earth.
Woof,
Signed,

woof.

IGor
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Whisper IG and the Rabbit Hole
By Faye Pedler
It was a lovely summer’s evening and I took the dogs for a quiet walk, through the fields. There
was this rabbit, well there is often a rabbit, but Whisper followed it down the hole!
I lay on my tummy but couldn’t reach her, I called, begged, but nothing. I ran home for a pick, I
am getting on a bit for running.
I returned but still no sign of Whisper. So I dug down and along a couple of feet in both
directions. I would have dug all night, but there she was, she had managed to turn around. I
picked her up, cuddled her and when I put her down, she headed straight back to the hole.
I fielded her with a tackle that any international rugby player would have been proud of!
I filled in the hole and walked home, in tatters clutching the worthy pick.
Whisper was completely unrepentant.
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Care of Italian Greyhounds’ Teeth
By Jo Amsel
Italian Greyhounds, like many smaller breeds, have a genetic predisposition to periodontal disease.
This is an infection which causes the gums to inflame and bleed, eventually destroying the bone
around the teeth causing the teeth to become loose and eventually fall out or have to be removed.
Obviously any infection can have a negative effect on the dog’s overall health and is believed to
have a particularly bad effect on cardiovascular and kidney health.
Most periodontal disease is preventable with regular and careful oral hygiene, especially with those
dogs that are particularly prone to the disease.
Unless your Italian Greyhounds is still a puppy, I would always recommend that their mouth is
checked by a vet with an interest in dental problems and if necessary having a dental clean as it’s
much better to start your oral hygiene routine with a clean mouth.

I prefer to get my dogs used to an electric toothbrush as
it is much more effective in removing the plaque in which
the damaging bacteria live. These cost around £20 and
have small brush heads suitable for small mouths.
Otherwise a small child’s brush works well. It also pays to
buy an interspace brush which is useful for getting around
and behind the front teeth.

Never use normal human toothpaste which may contain
xylitol. While very good for our teeth, it is poisonous to
dogs. Natural toothpaste, such as one with aniseed flavour, bought from a health food store is
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fine but I find Dorwest Chicken Flavour dog toothpaste is the most efficient. There is no evidence
that enzyme toothpastes for pets are better, rather the opposite.

After brushing, I use a product called RenaSan. I spray some on a clean soft brush and remove
any excess toothpaste. This product helps to kill off the pathogenic bacteria. It’s also good for lots
of other things too and is easily purchased online. I have also found that it helps to inhibit plaque
formation.
It is important to clean both the inside and the outside the teeth as many of the problems start on
the inside rather than the outside. Front teeth are particularly prone. Keep a close eye out for any
recession and be extra careful in these areas.
Dental Chews - My honest opinion is don’t waste your money. Most are made of cheap, unhealthy
ingredients and chewed up before they can have any effect.
Raw Bones - Raw rib bones are very useful for cleaning the molars and premolars and satisfying a
dog’s need to chew but they are not practical for indoors.
Hide Chews - I don’t recommend these for a variety of reasons.
Yak milk chews - These are excellent for indoor use, last a long time and have no unhealthy
ingredients.
Diet - Don’t be fooled by the marketing hype that crunchy kibble helps to keep your dog’s teeth
clean. It doesn’t. The lower the carbohydrate content, the less likely the food is to cause plaque
formation. Cereals including rice, potatoes etc. should be limited. High meat content foods are
better for your dog’s general health as well as their dental health.
The best treats for your dog are dried meat or liver. They really do not need biscuits made with
flour however cleverly marketed. I could argue that dogs don’t need treats at all but that would be
falling on deaf ears!
So good oral hygiene should be part of your dog’s routine after tea. It really will help to keep them
healthy.
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IGRC Online Auction By Helen Rishworth
During September and October, the Italian Greyhound Rescue Charity organised an online auction
through its Facebook page. The auction consisted of four lots, each of which had been kindly
donated by supporters of the Charity. Over £700 was raised thanks to the generosity of the four
successful bidders with all of the auction’s proceeds going to the IGRC.
The auction commenced in mid-September with each lot being open on the IGRC’s Facebook page
for between one and two weeks. The first lot was a ‘Puppy Angel, Marilyn Mayfair’ faux-fur trimmed
coat which had been donated by Debbie Hubble and the second lot consisted of the book,
Italian Greyhounds Today written by Annette Oliver, which was donated by Angela and Charlotte
Oldfield along with a pen box which was donated by Jo Amsel.
The third lot was a superb solid wood, cream painted dog bed which was designed, made and
donated by Chris Oldfield and enclosed within the bed frame was a snuggly fleece pita bed which
had been donated by Togs For Dogs.net Ltd. This lot raised £95 and there are two very lucky IGs
who are now enjoying this bed after their owner won with their bid.
The auction concluded with the largest lot
which was donated by Mary Browning, a
renowned artist who is also the Patron of the
IGRC. Mary kindly donated ‘Innocent Puppies’
which is one of her original pastel pictures and
features a head study of two Italian Greyhound
puppies. Mary has lived with Italian
Greyhounds and her affection for the breed is
reflected in this delightful pastel. This beautiful
piece of artwork raised a wonderful £600,
proving to be the perfect lot to conclude the
online auction with.
In addition to thanking all of the people who
donated items for this auction, the IGRC also
wishes to thank everyone who participated and especially the four successful bidders whose
generous donations raised a total of £733 for the Charity. Congratulations to Melanie, Clare, Claire
and Lorraine – we hope you all enjoy your auction items and thank you for your generosity and
support.
To keep up to date with the IGRC’s latest activities and news, please search for ‘The Italian
Greyhound Rescue Charity – No 1104157’ on Facebook.

Note from the editor
Please send any funny anecdotes or photos of your IGs for inclusion in next year’s newsletter.
Point of contact for any items is info@italiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk

11

“Rainbow Bridge” – Tributes to the friends we have lost

Markey
‘What exactly IS an Italian greyhound?’ Lucy asked Sylvia when we were thinking of getting a
small (non-yappy) dog and wanted advice.
‘Well, you know,’ she said, ‘they just walk in and that’s that!’
We duly got in touch with the Italian Greyhound Rescue Charity and on 30th June 2006 Markey
came to live with us. He settled in so contentedly that we are sure he knew immediately, as did
we, that we were made for one another. He adapted to his new life of luxury on the spot!
Markey was not a yappy dog but he had a range of barks, most of them peremptory,
summoning us to do his bidding AT ONCE. For instance, when settled upon an armchair, he
would give a short, sharp bark commanding us to cover him with his rug as he, like all IGs,
loved to be snuggled up under a cover. What
really tried our patience was his habit, when we
were installed on the settee engrossed in a
television programme, of leaping off an armchair
and bouncing onto another, then looking at us
requiring us to hoist ourselves up and cover him.
As soon as we were seated again, he would jump
off that chair, bounce on yet another or the first
one, and once more require us to rise laboriously
and cover him.
A perverse sense of humour!
Markey was put to sleep two days after his
seventeenth birthday mid-October 2017. We
continue to miss him very much. We are not
planning to replace him. He was our one little
Markey.
He has come into Lucy’s dreams dashing
about joyfully.
Finally, we would like to thank the Charity
for entrusting Markey to our care and hope
that it will continue to prosper and give
pleasure to little IGs and their humans.

Bryan and Lucy Hammersley
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Would you like to become a ‘friend for life’?
In today’s fast-paced world, it is easy to let the odd thing slip by. At the beginning of each year,
after the excitement and chaos of Christmas, many of us have subscriptions or membership
renewals which are due. No matter how many reminders one sets, there is inevitably one renewal
which may get forgotten albeit not intentionally.
With this in mind, the IGRC has introduced a new level of Friends membership:
Friend for Life. This new tier of Friendship invites you to become a Friend of the IGRC for life,
paying a one-off membership fee (either single or joint). As a Friend for Life, you will be
supporting the Charity and its work, while also receiving the Newsletter for updates on the
ongoing work that the Charity does to support the welfare of IGs. Furthermore, you will never
have to remember another IGRC renewal! Once you become a Friend for Life that is precisely
what you are.
Please see below for details regarding the Friends and Friends for Life membership:
Life Individual Friends Membership of the IGRC - £120
Annual Individual - £5
Life Joint Friends Membership of the IGRC - £150
Annual Joint - £8 for two people residing at the same address.
If you are able to do so please complete the Gift Aid Declaration so that the Charity can benefit
further from your membership subscription at no additional cost to yourself.

Trustee contact details
Chairman/Fundraiser – Helen Lister tel: 01539 448057
Secretary – Helen Rishworth tel: 01249 701659
Email – info@itaiangreyhoundrescuecharity.org.uk
Treasurer – Neville Bowman tel: 01837 851933
Adrian Bickers tel: 01462 835641
Joanne Amsel tel: 01327 876181
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2019 IG Calendars
Featuring:
• 12 colour pages of IG photos
• space to write appointments
• Club Show Dates
• UK Bank Holidays
• £8.50 each or Two for £16.50
(inclusive of 2nd class UK postage to one address)
Cheques payable to: IG Rescue Charity
& sent with your name & address to: IG Rescue Charity,
Yew Tree Cottage. Near Orrest, Windermere LA23 1JT
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Marco
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